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October 13, 2009 
 
AnMarCo 
Attn:  Don Merlino, Partner 
9125 10th Avenue South 
Seattle, WA  98108 
 
Re:  Cedar River Site (Old Stoneway Site) – River Erosion Concerns 
 
Dear Mr. Merlino: 
 
On October 9, 2009 I met with you at the project site to discuss the stability of the north bank of the 
Cedar River along your construction yard that is located east of Interstate 405 and fronts the Maple 
Valley Highway.  The site is identified in the aerial photograph on the next page.  The south edge of the 
property borders the Cedar River and is currently protected from the river by a concrete bulkhead which 
extends along roughly the east four-fifths of the property’s river frontage.   
 
Based upon discussions with you and your attorney, Mr. David Halinen, it is my understanding that if you 
were to redevelop the property under the draft Shoreline Master Program regulations that the City of 
Renton is considering, you may be required to remove the existing bulkhead.  I recommend that you 
proceed with caution if you consider alternative bank protection systems or changes to the bulkhead.  
The Cedar River along the property is a high energy system and, therefore, significant bank protection 
features are essential to prevent the river from migrating into the project site.    
 
To some, the bulkhead may be aesthetically unappealing and may be considered undesirable for 
habitat.  However, the bottom line is that a stout and robust bank protection system must be 
maintained to protect the people and infrastructure that will eventually occupy the site.  The bulkhead is 
one alternative and with proper maintenance should continue to protect the bank for decades.  Other 
alternatives can be developed, but they all will require significant rigid works and will be very expensive 
to construct.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the options described in this letter, please call me. 
 
Very truly yours, 
Northwest Hydraulic Consultants 

Jeff P. Johnson, P.E. 
Principal 
 
 

water resource specialists 
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